
Working Lands Forum II:
“The Growing Local Challenge”

Impediments to Local Agriculture





General Observations
• Regional Food Production will require 

thinking differently about local 
agriculture

• Regional Food Production does not 
necessarily mean it must compete at 
the expense of traditional agriculture

• Fruit and Vegetable production tends 
to attract a younger demographic 
and mostly women



A New Way of Thinking Presents New Kinds 
of Challenges

• An increase in regional food production will require 
some innovative thinking and approaches as well as 
and buy in from all vested parties.

• Water Supply – Need to Identify ways to encourage 
on farm water storage – Challenges – Buy in from 
Regulatory/Environmental Community 

• Smaller/Intensive farming operations will require 
need for on farm worker housing.  Challenges -
Current Climate is for less rooftops in Ag Reserve, 
as well as access to farm labor including 
documented migratory labor that will reflect new 
immigration policies.



A New Way of Thinking Presents New Kinds 
of Challenges

• Seasonal Agriculture – To go beyond the limitations 
of our current growing season will require 
developing and gaining acceptance of food 
production infrastructure needs (Greenhouses and 
Green energy Production) 

• Challenges – Need for Ag Friendly Zoning: Green 
houses are considered commercial structures and 
usually require special exceptions. Tax assessment 
policies consider green houses as commercial 
structures.

• Greatest Challenge - Must bring together the 
different philosophies associated with open space 
preservation vs agricultural land preservation





Successful Approaches

• Local Farmers Markets – As Farmers expand their 
customer base they migrate from Local Farmers 
Markets, to CSA’s and their own on Farm Markets.

• Farm Incubator initiatives – Look at public lands 
in agricultural areas as the medium to begin start 
up ag enterprises through long term lease 
agreements. http://www.gazette.net/stories/04142010/poolnew190628_32564.php

• Identify ways to create incentives for long term 
lease agreements for fruit and vegetable 
production. 
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